






My name is Fran Dowling and I have been volunteering at Happily
Ever After for a little over a year now. I moved to the area in 2007
and was looking for an opportunity to do volunteer work. I found
out about the sanctuary at the annual New London Cheese and
Sausage Festival. It was exactly what I was looking for. All the years
that I was working full-time I looked forward to being able to retire
and do something because I wanted to, not because I had to. Well,
that time of my life is now here and I intend to take advantage of it. 

I started out spending one morning a week socializing the cats, especially the FIV boys. When I saw
how much time it took on a daily basis to take care of the cats I decided I couldn’t just sit and pet
them, as pleasant as that may be. Gradually I took over cleaning the rooms. Then I added a second
day of cleaning. Recently I added a third day every other week for special projects. That might be
cleaning windows or washing food dishes—whatever needs to be done. I have also helped paint
new rooms for the cats this summer. 

I have always liked animals so this is a perfect fit for me. I now
have four cats and a dog, all of whom I adopted from Happily Ever
After. I strongly believe in what Happily Ever After is doing and I am
happy to be part of it. Another of my loves is sewing. In addition
to volunteering at the sanctuary I make patchwork cat and dog
mats as well as fleece blankets and crib size quilts. 50% of any
money I make on these projects is donated to Happily Ever After.
Prices range from $10 for a cat mat to $50 for a crib quilt. Fleece
blankets are $25. Most of those have a cat or dog theme. Any of
these can be special ordered. They would make unique Christmas
gifts. Please call me at (920) 244-7421 for more information or to
order something special for your pet and help Happily Ever After
at the same time. 

V O L U N T E E R I S M

Sanctuary Animals Give 

Unconditional Love

By Heather Stubs

I was lucky enough to  discover
Happily Ever After last year and
began to  volunteer. It was one
of the best decisions I ever
made. It is very true what they
say about  volunteering, you
get more than you give.  

So what exactly do I get from
 volunteering? It’s one of the hardest 
things for me to put into words.  

The chance to see happy endings; I help out at the
monthly adoption events, so I’m always wondering
if one of the animals I saw last month got adopted.
It’s such a thrill to hear that a dog or cat has found
their forever home. I helped by simply giving that
animal exposure to a large number of people on
any given weekend.

What’s even better than the happy  endings?
It has to be the unconditional love I get
every time I get the opportunity to pay
 attention to the animals. Animals don’t
care what you look like, or how much money
you make. They just want love and attention,
which doesn’t cost a dime. Who can resist
the wag of a tail or the purr of a cat?  

To me, all of the animals are like an  extended
family that I get to come in and take care of
and spoil. There really isn’t anything better
than that.




